
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1428 March 9, 2021 
(2) appreciates the willingness of Sudan to 

welcome refugees fleeing the conflict in the 
Tigray Region of Ethiopia; 

(3) calls on the Government of Eritrea to 
immediately and fully withdraw its military 
forces from Ethiopia; 

(4) calls for the swift and complete restora-
tion of electricity, banking, telephone, and 
internet services throughout the Tigray Re-
gion and other parts of Ethiopia where com-
munications have been restricted; 

(5) calls on the Government of Ethiopia 
to— 

(A) ensure that any apprehensions of TPLF 
members are carried out with the least pos-
sible use of force and that the rights to 
which those detained are entitled under 
Ethiopian and international law are fully re-
spected; 

(B) release opposition leaders detained on 
the basis of their political activity as well as 
journalists detained on the basis of their re-
porting, and respect the rights of all Ethio-
pians to free expression and political partici-
pation, without discrimination based on eth-
nicity, ideology, or political affiliation; and 

(C) convene a national dialogue inclusive 
of all nonviolent political parties, ethnic 
communities, religious groups, and civil so-
ciety organizations in Ethiopia to work to-
ward the sustainable resolution of grievances 
and chart a democratic and peaceful path 
forward for the country; 

(6) urges all parties to the conflict to— 
(A) cease all hostilities, fully comply with 

international humanitarian law, and refrain 
from actions that could spread or escalate 
the conflict, particularly attacks on civilian 
targets; 

(B) make demonstrable progress to guar-
antee unfettered and immediate humani-
tarian access, for personnel and supplies, to 
areas affected by the conflict, and take all 
possible steps to protect the safety of civil-
ians, including refugees, displaced persons, 
and humanitarian aid workers; and 

(C) allow for, and cooperate with, inde-
pendent and transparent investigations of 
any alleged human rights abuses committed 
in the course of the conflict and hold per-
petrators to account; and 

(7) urges the Secretary of State, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, and the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, in coordination with 
the heads of other relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies, to— 

(A) engage at the highest levels with lead-
ers of the Government of Ethiopia, the Gov-
ernment of Eritrea, and the TPLF to encour-
age the full cessation of hostilities and the 
withdrawal of Eritrean forces, mitigate the 
humanitarian crisis that has emerged from 
the conflict, and support an inclusive process 
of national dialogue and reconciliation; 

(B) immediately establish criteria to end 
the pause of all non-life-sustaining assist-
ance to Ethiopia and support programming 
to meet immediate humanitarian needs, in-
cluding of refugees and internally displaced 
persons, advance nonviolent conflict resolu-
tion and reconciliation, and aid a democratic 
transition in Ethiopia; 

(C) ensure that the call made by Secretary 
of State Blinken on February 27, 2021, for a 
‘‘full, independent, international investiga-
tion into all reports of human rights viola-
tions, abuses, and atrocities’’ committed in 
the course of the conflict is realized and im-
pose strict accountability measures on those 
found responsible; 

(D) take all possible diplomatic steps to 
prevent further ethnic-based violence and 
mass atrocities, including by non-state 
armed groups, in Ethiopia; and 

(E) maintain close coordination with inter-
national allies and multilateral organiza-
tions regarding efforts to address the con-

flict in the Tigray Region and bring atten-
tion to the conflict in international fora, in-
cluding the United Nations Security Council. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 98—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
AMERICORPS MEMBERS AND 
ALUMNI AND AMERICORPS SEN-
IORS VOLUNTEERS TO THE 
LIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. CAS-
SIDY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions: 

S. RES. 98 

Whereas, since their inceptions, each of the 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors na-
tional service programs have proven to be a 
highly effective way— 

(1) to engage the people of the United 
States in meeting a wide range of local and 
national needs; and 

(2) to promote the ethics of service and vol-
unteerism; 

Whereas, each year, nearly 270,000 individ-
uals serve in AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps 
Seniors at 40,000 locations across the United 
States to give back in an intensive way to 
communities, States, Tribal nations, and the 
United States; 

Whereas AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Sen-
iors funds have been invested in nonprofit, 
community, educational, and faith-based 
groups, and those funds leverage hundreds of 
millions of dollars in outside funding and in- 
kind donations each year; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members and 
AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers have pro-
vided millions of hours of service nation-
wide, helping— 

(1) to improve the lives of the most vulner-
able people of the United States; 

(2) to protect the environment; 
(3) to contribute to public safety; 
(4) to respond to disasters; 
(5) to strengthen the educational system of 

the United States; and 
(6) to expand economic opportunity; 
Whereas AmeriCorps members and 

AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers recruit and 
supervise millions of community volunteers, 
demonstrating the value of AmeriCorps as a 
powerful force for encouraging people to be-
come involved in volunteering and commu-
nity service; 

Whereas, for more than 5 decades, 
AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers in the RSVP, 
Foster Grandparent, and Senior Companion 
programs have played an important role in 
strengthening communities by sharing their 
experience, knowledge, and accomplishments 
with the individuals they serve; 

Whereas, since 1994, more than 1,200,000 in-
dividuals have taken the AmeriCorps pledge 
to ‘‘get things done for America’’ by becom-
ing AmeriCorps members through the 
AmeriCorps State and National, AmeriCorps 
VISTA, and AmeriCorps NCCC programs; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members nationwide, 
in return for the service of those members, 
have earned more than $4,000,000,000 to use to 
further their own educational advancement 
at colleges and universities across the 
United States; 

Whereas AmeriCorps is a proven pathway 
to employment, providing members with val-
uable career skills, experience, and contacts 
to prepare them for the 21st century work-
force and to help close the skills gap in the 
United States; 

Whereas, in 2009, Congress passed the bi-
partisan Serve America Act (Public Law 111– 

13; 123 Stat. 1460), which authorized the ex-
pansion of national service, expanded oppor-
tunities to serve, increased efficiency and ac-
countability, and strengthened the capacity 
of organizations and communities to solve 
problems; 

Whereas national service programs have 
engaged millions of people in the United 
States in results-driven service in the most 
vulnerable communities of the United 
States, providing hope and help to individ-
uals with economic and social needs; 

Whereas national service and volunteerism 
demonstrate the best of the spirit of the 
United States, with people turning toward 
problems and working together to find com-
munity solutions; and 

Whereas AmeriCorps Week, observed in 
2021 from March 7 through March 13, is an 
appropriate time for the people of the United 
States— 

(1) to salute current and former 
AmeriCorps members and AmeriCorps Sen-
iors volunteers for their positive impact on 
the lives of people in the United States; 

(2) to thank the community partners of 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors for 
making the programs possible; and 

(3) to encourage more people in the United 
States to become involved in service and vol-
unteering: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) encourages the people of the United 

States to join in a national effort— 
(A) to salute AmeriCorps members and 

alumni and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers; 
and 

(B) to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of national and community service; 

(2) acknowledges the significant accom-
plishments of the members, alumni, and 
community partners of AmeriCorps and 
AmeriCorps Seniors; 

(3) recognizes the important contributions 
made by AmeriCorps members and alumni 
and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers to the 
lives of the people of the United States; and 

(4) encourages individuals of all ages to 
consider opportunities to serve in 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 99—OBSERV-
ING THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE UPRISING IN SYRIA 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
ROMNEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. HAGERTY, 
and Mr. COONS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 99 

Whereas 10 years ago, on March 15th, 2011, 
in the midst of the Arab Spring, hundreds of 
Syrians peacefully assembled to call on their 
leadership for democratic reforms and re-
spect for their fundamental freedoms, spark-
ing a nationwide movement; 

Whereas in response to the predominantly 
peaceful protests, Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad ordered unyielding violence against 
the people of Syria, including arbitrary de-
tentions, torture, killing, and attacks on ci-
vilians and civilian infrastructure, often 
under the false premise of combating ter-
rorism; 

Whereas over the course of this conflict, 
the Assad regime has exhibited unrelenting 
depravity in its use of chemical weapons and 
barrel bombs, deliberately targeting civilian 
infrastructure, including hospitals and 
schools, and committing gross violations of 
international humanitarian law; 
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Whereas the former Syrian military pho-

tographer ‘‘Caesar’’ meticulously photo-
graphed the Assad regime’s widespread sys-
tem of arrest, detention, torture and murder 
of tens of thousands of Syrian protesters and 
dissidents, and then courageously smuggled 
55,000 of those photographs out of Syria, ex-
posing the regime’s barbarity for the world 
to witness; 

Whereas the Caesar Syria Civilian Protec-
tion Act of 2019 (22 U.S.C. 8791 note), which 
became law on December 20, 2019— 

(1) seeks accountability for the Assad 
regime and its international enablers for 
atrocities against the Syrian people; 

(2) denies the Assad regime the re-
sources to fuel its war machine; and 

(3) sends a clear signal to the inter-
national community against normalizing, re-
habilitating, or legitimizing Assad and his 
backers. 

Whereas Iran and Russia intervened mili-
tarily in support of the Assad regime, ena-
bling and actively participating in the Assad 
regime’s horrific brutalities against civilians 
in favor of advancing their narrow interests 
and in some cases empowered extremist 
groups; 

Whereas in pursuit of its narrow self-inter-
est, Russia, backed by China, has blunted 
United Nations’ efforts to preserve vital bor-
der crossings that serve as a critical humani-
tarian lifeline to the beleaguered Syrian pop-
ulation. 

Whereas the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria exacerbated the suffering of the Syrian 
people through the violent and hostile sei-
zure of territory, misapplication of Islamic 
law, destruction and smuggling of antiq-
uities, and oil smuggling, turning Syria into 
a global hub for terrorist activity; 

Whereas the Assad regime, and its Russian 
and Iranian backers, are largely responsible 
for the death of more than 500,000 Syrian ci-
vilians, and the displacement of more than 
12,000,000 men, women, and children within 
and outside of Syria’s borders, imposing irre-
versible trauma and loss for a whole genera-
tion; 

Whereas millions of Syrians are struggling 
to survive, with more than 13,000,000 Syrians 
who are in need of humanitarian assistance 
and more than 9,000,000 Syrians who are fac-
ing food insecurity; 

Whereas international efforts to secure a 
peaceful political transition of power in 
Syria, in accordance with United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 2254, adopted on 
December 18, 2015, remain stymied, due al-
most entirely to the intransigence of Russia 
and the Assad regime, holding the people of 
Syria hostage; 

Whereas the people and Government of the 
United States support the people of Syria in 
their aspirations for peace, stability, dig-
nity, and accountability: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) solemnly observes the 10th anniver-

sary of the Syrian uprising; 
(2) affirms that it is the policy of the 

United States— 
(A) to seek a political solution to the 

Syrian conflict; 
(B) to continue to stand with the people 

of Syria; 
(C) to further efforts to secure a perma-

nent ceasefire; 
(D) to continue work on the constitu-

tional committee free from regime intran-
sigence; and 

(E) to foster conditions for free and fair 
elections in accordance with United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 2254; 

(3) affirms that it is the policy of the 
United States to promote adherence to the 
laws of war by all parties engaging in hos-
tilities in Syria; 

(4) affirms that it is the policy of the 
United States to support international hu-
manitarian efforts to assist innocent civil-
ians, including through support for displaced 
populations and the promotion of account-
ability for perpetrators of human rights 
abuses; 

(5) commits to continuing efforts to hold 
the Assad regime and its Russian and Iranian 
backers accountable for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity; including through 
implementation of the Caesar Syria Civilian 
Protection Act of 2019; 

(6) commends the bravery of Syrian 
human rights defenders who, in the service 
of justice and accountability, have coura-
geously documented the atrocities com-
mitted by the Assad regime and its Russian 
and Iranian backers over the course of this 
conflict; 

(7) condemns the indiscriminate use of 
force by all actors in Syria, including the 
Assad regime, its proponents, its opponents, 
and extremist groups; 

(8) calls on the United States Govern-
ment to reinvigorate diplomatic efforts to 
resolve the conflict as outlined under United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 2254, 
and to expand humanitarian aid to the Syr-
ian people so they may— 

(A) be free from violence, whether from 
the state or other armed groups; 

(B) return to their communities of their 
own free will and in an informed manner; 

(C) participate in transitional justice; 
and 

(D) decide their own futures through free 
and fair elections that result in a legitimate 
representative government that serves all 
Syrians. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 100—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS OF INTER-
NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. COL-

LINS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MERKLEY, and 
Mr. MURPHY) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 100 

Whereas, as of March 2021, there are ap-
proximately 3,803,000,000 women and girls in 
the world; 

Whereas women and girls around the 
world— 

(1) have fundamental human rights; 
(2) play a critical role in providing and car-

ing for their families and driving positive 
change in their communities; 

(3) contribute substantially to food secu-
rity, economic growth, the prevention and 
resolution of conflict, and the sustainability 
of peace and stability; and 

(4) must have meaningful opportunities to 
more fully participate in and lead the polit-
ical, social, and economic lives of their com-
munities; 

Whereas the advancement and empower-
ment of women and girls around the world is 
a foreign policy priority for the United 
States and is critical to the achievement of 
global peace and prosperity; 

Whereas the National Security Strategy of 
the United States, published in December 
2017— 

(1) declares that ‘‘[s]ocieties that empower 
women to participate fully in civic and eco-
nomic life are more prosperous and peace-
ful’’; 

(2) supports ‘‘efforts to advance women’s 
equality, protect the rights of women and 
girls, and promote women and youth em-
powerment programs’’; and 

(3) recognizes that ‘‘governments that fail 
to treat women equally do not allow their 
societies to reach their potential’’; 

Whereas, on October 6, 2017, the Women, 
Peace, and Security Act of 2017 (22 U.S.C. 
2152j et seq.) was enacted into law, which in-
cludes requirements for a government-wide 
‘‘Women, Peace, and Security Strategy’’ to 
promote and strengthen the participation of 
women in peace negotiations and conflict 
prevention overseas, enhanced training for 
relevant United States Government per-
sonnel, and follow-up evaluations of the ef-
fectiveness of the strategy; 

Whereas the United States Strategy on 
Women, Peace, and Security, dated June 
2019, recognizes that— 

(1) the ‘‘[s]ocial and political 
marginalization of women strongly cor-
relates with the likelihood that a country 
will experience conflict’’; 

(2) there is a ‘‘tremendous amount of un-
tapped potential among the world’s women 
and girls to identify, recommend, and imple-
ment effective solutions to conflict’’, and 
there are ‘‘benefits derived from creating op-
portunities for women and girls to serve as 
agents of peace via political, economic, and 
social empowerment’’; and 

(3) barriers to the meaningful participation 
of women and girls in conflict prevention 
and resolution efforts ‘‘include under-rep-
resentation in political leadership, pervasive 
violence against women and girls, and per-
sistent inequality in many societies’’; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations 
Entity for Gender Equality and the Em-
powerment of Women (commonly referred to 
as ‘‘UN Women’’), peace negotiations are 
more likely to end in a peace agreement 
when women and women’s groups play a 
meaningful role in the negotiation process; 

Whereas, according to a study by the Inter-
national Peace Institute, a peace agreement 
is 35 percent more likely to last at least 15 
years if women participate in the develop-
ment of the peace agreement; 

Whereas the joint strategy of the Depart-
ment of State and the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) enti-
tled ‘‘Department of State & USAID Joint 
Strategy on Countering Violent Extremism’’ 
and dated May 2016— 

(1) notes that women can play a critical 
role in identifying and addressing drivers of 
violent extremism in their families, commu-
nities, and broader society; and 

(2) commits to supporting programs that 
engage women ‘‘as key stakeholders in pre-
venting and countering violent extremism in 
their communities’’; 

Whereas, according to the Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs of the Department of State, the full and 
meaningful participation of women in crimi-
nal justice professions and security forces 
vastly enhances the effectiveness of the secu-
rity forces; 

Whereas, despite the contributions of 
women to society, hundreds of millions of 
women and girls around the world continue 
to be denied the right to participate freely in 
civic and economic life, lack fundamental 
legal protections, and remain vulnerable to 
exploitation and abuse; 

Whereas, every year, approximately 
12,000,000 girls are married before they reach 
the age of 18, which means that— 

(1) nearly 33,000 girls are married every 
day; or 

(2) nearly 23 girls are married every 
minute; 

Whereas, despite global progress, it is pre-
dicted that by 2030 more than 150,000,000 
more girls will marry before reaching the 
age of 18, and approximately 2,400,000 girls 
who are married before reaching the age of 18 
are under the age of 15; 

Whereas girls living in countries affected 
by conflict or other humanitarian crises are 
often the most vulnerable to child marriage, 
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